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iving / Organizing Tips

Dangle necklaces and
baubles from pushpins on

fabric-covered bulletin boards, as
REDBOOK editor-in-chief Stacy
Morrison did here. She hung boards
on a wall between two windows and
now can always find the perfect
accessory. (Whenthe curtains are in
place, the treasures are out of sight.)

——

Make yourself a YNK (you never know) box, says Alicia Rock-

more, cofounder of Buttoned Up organizational products. Here’s
how: Empty the contents of a drawer (the kitchen utensil drawer, or ajunk
drawer) into a box. Then, every time you need one of the items, remove it
from the box and return it to the drawer after you use it. After two months,
whatever is still left in the box should be thrown out or donated.

Edit, edit, edit. How many pots can you fit on the stove at once?
How many free pens do you really use? How many old T-shirts
do you really need to save for the next paint project?

Give yourself permission to regift. Just because someone you

care about gave you something does not mean you have to hold
on to it for the rest of your life (even if you have room for it!). Pass it on to
someone who will appreciate and use it.
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Corral clutter where it lands.

Keep containers near mess
hot spots, such as the front door, the
bedroom dresser, and the kitchen coun-
ter. Then empty them once in a while
(or when they get full), put the items
away, and start over.

As soon as you upload your

new photos to the com-
puter, create a digital photo book.
As for old photos that never made it
into an album, Donna Smallin, author
of A to Z Storage Solutions, suggests
organizing them in photo boxes, cate-
gorizing by vacation or time period so
they’re easily searchable.

Clean house like you're
moving. Keep only those
things you'd take if you relocated.

Ifyou travel alot and collect

cards and brochures from
favorite restaurants, shops, and
activities, throw them all into one
box when you gethome. When a friend
is headed someplace you've visited, you
can sift through your box (like the one
below) to pass along some suggestions.
Everyone wins: You have one spot where
stockpiling a mishmash of info is al-
lowed, and friends get travel tips from
someone they know and trust. R
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